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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claimi is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 

for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

regards as the invention. Claim 1 recites the limitatiori of, *'the processing section of the 

medal keeping and paying server apparatus is connected with the operation information 

storing means of the medal keeping and paying server apparatus through the network 

interface" and "connecting the processing section of each of the plurality of the medal 

keeping and paying client apparatus with the operation information storing means of the 

medal keeping and paying server apparatus through the network interface of the medal 

keeping and paying server apparatus". It appears that the network interface is one 

electrical device that connects to processor, the memory, and the client apparatus. 

However, Applicant specification discloses a plurality network interfaces (3 in Fig. 1), 

each network interface allowing the processor, the memory and the client apparatuses 

to be connected in the network respectively. Therefore it will be assumed that there are 

a plurality of network interfaces that allows the processor, the memory and the client 

apparatuses to be connected in the network. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Hasegawa (JP Publication number: 09-117567) in view of Walker et 

al. (US 6,001,016). 

Claim 1; Hasegawa discloses a medal keeping and paying system comprising: 

at least one medal keeping and paying server apparatus, the medal keeping and 
paying server comprising: 

medal keeping means for counting and keeping at least one input medal (deposit 
section; page 4, paragraph 5), 

medal paying means for paying the at least one medal if a payment signal is 
input (expenditure section; page 4, paragraph 5), 

right person information inputting means for inputting right person peculiar 
information for identifying a right person such as physical information to authenticate the 
right person (optical input device; page 4, paragraphs 5-6, 14), 

operation information storing means for storing at least count information 
associated with at least the medal keeping means (magnetic memory and computer; 
page 5, paragraphs 10-11), 
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right person information storing means in whicli the right person peculiar 
information for identifying the right person such as the physical information to 
authenticate the right person is previously stored (page 5, paragraphs 6, 11, 14). 

a memory for temporarily keeping information which is being processed such as 
the count information of the medal keeping means (magnetic memory and computer; 
page 5, paragraphs 10-11), and 

a processing section (page 5, paragraph 11) which 

authenticates a right person from the right person peculiar information input from 
the right person information inputting means and the right person peculiar information 
stored in the right person information storing means (page 5, paragraphs 11, 14), and 
which 

outputs, when the right person is authenticated, a payment signal to the medal 
paying means and controls payment of a medal from the medal paying means, and a. 
plurality of medal keeping and paying client apparatus comprising (page 5, paragraphs 
11,14): 

medal keeping means for counting and keeping an input medal (deposit section; 
page 4, paragraphs 5, 14); 

medal paying means for paying a medal if a payment signal is input (deposit 
section; page 4, paragraphs 5, 14); 

right person information inputting means for inputting right person peculiar 
information for identifying a right person such as physical information to authenticate a 
right person (optical input device; page 4, paragraphs 5-6, 14); 
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right person information storing means in which the right person peculiar 
information for identifying the right person such as the physical information to 
authenticate the right person is stored (magnetic memory and computer; page 5, 
paragraphs 10-11),; 

a memory for temporarily keeping information which is being processed, wherein 
the information comprises the count information of the medal keeping means (magnetic 
memory and computer; page 5,. paragraphs 10-11); and 

a processing session which 

authenticates a right person from the right person peculiar information input from 
the right person information inputting means and the right person peculiar information 
stored in the right person information storing means (page 5, paragraphs 11, 14). 

However, Hasegawa does not teach the medal keeping and paying system is 
connected to a network. Analogous to Hasegawa medal keeping and playing system, 
where the credit and player's information are monitored, Walker et al. teach of a credit 
and player tracking system connected to a network. Walker et al. teach the following 
features: 

a plurality of credit and player tracking client apparatuses (remote terminal 5 in 
Fig. 1 , and cols. 3:60 - 4:8) and a credit and player tracking server apparatus 
connected in a network (Fig. 1); 

each credit and player tracking client apparatus is capable of receiving credit and 
players' information from the player and from the server (cols. 4:44-59, 5:51 - 7:7), and 
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the credit and player tracking server apparatus is capable of storing credit and 
players' infornnation. update credit and players' information, and access credit and 
players' information (col. 8:19-48). 

The network server and the plurality of gaming apparatuses are connected to an 
operation information storing means for storing credit information (player database 
stores credit balance, col. 6:10-21). 

The multiple credit and player information apparatuses connected in a network, 
allow players to choose from a plurality of gaming apparatuses (Figs. 1, 8, 9; cols. 6:45- 
61, 7:34-43, 48-54, 8:12-17), and thus prevent the problem of having only one 
apparatus in the gaming center providing service to a large number of players. The 
credit and player tracking system further allows the game management to monitor the 
gaming machines, and the players account (col. 8:40-48).' 

Therefore it would have been obvious in one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Haseagwa medal keeping and playing system with 
players' credit and personal information, and incorporate Walker's player's and credit 
and personal information tracking system connected in a network, in order to allow 
multiple apparatuses to service the players, and allow the game management to easily 
monitor the gaming machines, and the players account. 

Furthermore, Walker specifically teaches the storing means (440 in Fig.) in 
electrically coupled to the processing section (410 in Fig. 3) to form a network with the 
gaming apparatuses (2 in Fig. 1). An electrical network interface is inherent in order to 
couple two electrically devices to share information in a network. 
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Claim 3; Hasegawa in view of Walker teach a plurality of medal keeping and 
paying apparatus (Walker, plurality of remote terminal in Fig. 1). 

Claim 5, 7; Hasegawa discloses a medal keeping and paying system wherein, 

The right person information storing means stores the right person peculiar 
information, and is an information record card possessed by a right person (page 4, 
paragraph 5; page 5, paragraph 6)^ 

the medal keeping and paying system further comprises informati9n reading 
means for reading the right person peculiar information from the information record card 
(page 4, paragraph 5; page 5, paragraph 6), 

the processing sections process the right person peculiar information read from 
the information record card by the information reading means to authenticate the right 
person (page 5, paragraphs 11, 14). 

Claim 9. 11; Hasegawa discloses a medal keeping and paying system as 
discussed above, and further comprising 

index information inputting means (32a in drawing 1) for inputting index 
information to read out the right person peculiar information from the right person 
information storing means (page 5, paragraphs 9-14), wherein 

the processing section process the right person peculiar information read out by 
the input index information to authenticate the right person (page 5, paragraph 11). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/2/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Hasegawa in view of Walker fail to disclose the specific 
network architecture system of the processing section of the server connected to the 
server. However, as noted above, Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. It is assumed that there are a 
plurality of network interfaces that allows the processor, the memory and the client 
apparatuses to be connected in the network. Walker specifically teaches the storing 
means (440 in Fig.) in electrically coupled to the processing section (410 in Fig. 3) to 
form a network with the gaming apparatuses (2 in Fig. 1). An electrical network 
interface is inherent in order to couple two electrically devices to share Information in a 
network. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jasson H. Yoo whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5563. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan M. Thai can be reached on (571)272-7147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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